
T-Birds 

 

If you take a trip to downtown Durand and make a stop at what is now 
known as Bubba's, you're visiting a building with more history than you may 
realize.  Just recently, it was a nice little bar known by the name of Herb's Curb, 

and a very long time ago, it was once a 
hotel.  However, there was a time when T-Bird's 
was a great place for the local kids to spend 
their free time,  but not many people really 
know the history of this beer bar, T-
Bird's.  During the years when 18 year olds 
could drink only beer,  that's all that T-birds 
served.  It was a very popular place for anyone 
18 to 20 years old, but was a great place for 
younger kids to hang out, shoot some pool, or 
play a little foosball.  Kids could also sit down 
and have a burger and fries. 

        Owned by Bud Sperger and his wife, Barb, from 1966 to 1984, T-Bird's was a 
home away from home in many people's opinions.  Bud and Barb were quite 
friendly to everyone.  The Spergers welcomed everybody who came in their 
door.  Bud and Barb also raised several children of their own, so they knew how 
to deal with young kids and teenagers.  They knew what environments youngsters 
like and T-Bird's reflected this.  They also made it a good spot for some of the 
local adults to go and just relax and have a drink with some buddies.  You could 
always find a friendly face when you went to T-Bird's. 

        T-Bird's was bought in 1966 from Bob Traun. From about 1966 until 1972, T-
bird's was the place to be for anyone 18 to 20, since that age group could only be 
served beer, so they couldn't go to the other bars.  They couldn't be served any 
hard liquor, but they could sit and have a beer with their friends.  In 1972, the 
drinking laws were changed so that 18 year olds were allowed to drink anything 
they wanted.  Although the sales of alcohol went down a bit at that time, T-Bird's 
business was still growing strong with food sales, and it was at this time when it 
became the popular hangout for all the kids to go.  T-Bird's  still were getting their 



fair share of customers who wanted to drink, but it was the teenage customers 
that really contributed the most  to their business. 

        In 1984, after nearly two decades of ownership, the Spergers sold  T-
Birds.  Although T-Birds is gone, you can find out a lot about T-Birds from many of 
the local adults who had the privilege of experiencing this great place.  The 
kindness and open hearts of the Spergers touched our community for many years. 
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